PREFACE
As ITS title implies, the present work aims to present in
the simplest form the elements of the Italian language. In
preparing it, the author has made no attempt at complete-
ness; on the contrary, his efforts have tended to omit what-
ever seemed to him non-essential and apt to cause confusion
in the beginner's mind. The needs of our High School and
College classes have guided him throughout his task and,
believing that extensive drill should be emphasized in the
study of any modern language, he has consistently followed
the system of riving few rides and many exertim in each
lesson. * ^
The grammar is taught inductively. Experience has
shown that by placing the rules after the examples, the
principles of language are more likely to leave a lasting im-
pression upon the student: they appear to him more con-
crete, more real
In the following particulars this work will perhaps prove
of special interest to teachers:
1.   A thorough treatment of Italian pronunciation, fol-
lowed by graded exercises in which the difficulties are over-
come one by one, and in which, among other things, the
student is made familiar with the names of the most im-
portant Italian cities and of the men most prominent in
, Italian civilization.
2.   Short lesson assignments, containing few base prin-
ciples of grammar clearly stated.
3.  Practical and, on the average, short vocabularies,
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